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A word from the Friends Board
What an interesting summer and fall we’ve had!  Our group of active members, as well as donors and supporters, has grown, exceeding the goals we established in our annual Board Meeting last year.  This year we’ll focus on:

Member Engagement - We’ll also be planning Member Events, and will be actively recruiting Friends for our Book Sale, Communication and Events committees.  Because our ’What are you reading?’ agenda item is always so popular at the meetings, we’ve also added On the Shelf - more about that below.

Metrics - We’ll be measuring volunteer hours and event participation, leading to a presentation for Dakota County Board on how Friends groups make a difference in the community.

Community Partnerships - We’ll be seeking active Business/Corporate Partners through Chamber, Rotary and Downtown Association as well as other Lakeville organizations.  Our goal will be to create a collaborative environment in which we can all pursue mutual goals, especially in the realm of literacy and library events.

5th annual Book Sale

Thanks to all our volunteers and library staff for one more year of treasure for book lovers!  Book Sale Coordinator Kris got us all organized and we achieved a maximum amount of work with a minimum of fuss.  Special thanks to our high school and college student volunteers.   Those were heavy boxes!

The funds we earned from the sale will be added to the money from our three smaller genre sales this year, and all will go to support Friends and Library projects.

On the Shelf
One of the many reasons we are Friends is the joy of reading and exchanging book ideas, opinions and recommendations.  Of course, at the end of every monthly meeting we have our What are you Reading agenda item - but not all of us can make it to every meeting!  Webmaster Steve has linked us to GoodReads so that we can share what we’re reading and what we thought about it.  

It’s easy to join, free, and really fun to see what other people recommend.  We can also create our own book lists for future reading.  The list does keep getting longer…..Check it out here! (link to On the Shelf).

Volunteer Metrics
One of our goals over the past years has been to make a difference at the library and out in the community.  We think we have, but until now we 
haven’t had a way to measure what we’ve done.  Our volunteers have begun tracking their hours using our Volunteer Metrics page.  You can see on our calendar and pie chart (we love pie charts!) hours for the group.  

Until we started tracking hours, we had no idea how much we contributed - and more importantly, the County and Library Board, as well as future corporate sponsors, didn’t either.  Also, many employers will donate to 501(c)3 organizations based on hours volunteered - that’s a bonus for us.

Please send your hours to info@heritagelibraryfriends.com.  You can send them monthly or as you volunteer.  We’ll add them for you and you can have a record of how much you’ve done for the library!

The T-Shirt! While you’re volunteering at Friends and Library events, you’ll want to wear our stylish new Friends t-shirt.  Designed in both sport and regular styles, with our logo colors, the t-shirt is a visible sign that you support the library.  The t-shirt is free with your paid dues. Drop by the library or better yet, pick one up at our monthly meeting.
One Book
Following on the growing success of our previous community wide reads, the One Book Committee has chosen  Waking: a Memoir of Trauma and Transcendence by Matthew Sanford.  Friends, book groups and Lakevillians will gather to read and discuss this award winning account of the author’s journey from a tragic car crash that left him paralyzed to becoming a yoga teacher and a leading voice in the movement toward integrated health. 

Events geared toward all ages, genders and interests will begin January 24 and will run through March 1, 2012.  Activities are free and open to the public.   

For more information about events and our generous sponsors, go to the OneBook page of the Friends’ web site.
Treasurer’s Report
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$5,480.11 

One Book

$2,428.00 

Donations

$793.25 

Dues

$220.00 

Book Sale Seed

$1,034.00 

Book Sale

$2,567.78 

TOTAL CASH RECEIPTS

$7,043.03 

CASH AVAILABLE

$12,523.14 

DISBURSEMENTS

One Book

$3,501.67 

#

Misc

$508.65 

Book Sale Seed

$1,034.00 

Book Sale Expenses

$61.23 

Library

$257.00 

Communications

$541.14 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENT

$5,903.69 

ENDING BALANCE

$6,619.45 


Membership and Sponsorship

As we grow our active membership, we are able to offer more benefits to members and the community.  In addition to the volunteer t-shirt, members receive discounts for book sales and member events.

Come Join Us!  It’s easy to join - simply go to the website and download a form, add your check and mail to:

Friends of Heritage Library

Attn: Friends Membership

20085 Heritage Drive

Lakeville, MN 55044 

If you’re already a member, but would also like to make a donation to Friends or OneBook, simply send a check with a notation for Friends or OneBook.   We appreciate your support at this time when libraries and communities need it most.

Thanks for being a Friend - See you at the Library!

Note: The Friends will be at Lakeville's Holiday on Main Saturday, December 3, with copies of 'Waking' for sale and sign up sheets for event volunteers:  Yoga, medicine, writing workshops - something for everyone!
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